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Who are we?
• One of the country’s oldest Federal law
Enforcement Agencies, founded by Benjamin
Franklin.
• The United States Postal Inspection Service
has a long, proud, and successful history of
fighting criminals who attack our nation’s
postal system and misuses it to defraud,
endanger, or otherwise threaten the
American public.

What do we do?
We investigate:
•
•
•
•
•

Mail Fraud
Mail Theft
Identity Theft
Revenue Losses
Prohibited Mailings (Child Exploitation, Narcotics and
Dangerous Mails)
• Violent Crimes (Robbery, Assault and Murder)

Mail Theft/Identity Theft
•
•
•
•

Stealing mail from residences and businesses
Check washing/blading
Porch Pirates
Arrow keys (Counterfeit or Possession)

Mail Theft Trends
• Belief that the scheme is organized and
comprised of individual leaders
• Little to no expertise needed
• Collusion between employees trusted with
PII and Mail/Identity thieves
• Social Media used by criminals to recruit,
exchange and barter
• Opportunity outweighs Enforcement

Resurgence
• Creation and Implementation of a Mail Theft
Prevention Team
• Re-enactment of the Identity Theft/Economic
Crimes Task Force
• Increased resources on the Mail Theft Teams
(Pasadena, Los Angeles, Long Beach and San
Bernardino)

Mail Fraud Trends
• Types of Fraud:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Lottery/Sweepstakes/Romance
Schemes involving Medicare/Medi-Cal
Failure to Render
False Billing
Mortgage
Insurance
Investment (Bitcoin)
Telemarketing (Reshipping)
Embezzlement

INVESTIGATIVE SUPPORT
•
•
•
•

Banking/Investment Community
Retail
Hospitality
Members of the Law Enforcement Community

SIGNIFICANT CASES
• Mark Eldon Wilson (AFWS, OPCO International and
Smarter Money Products)
• CuraTech

Vancouver Man Convicted of
Massive Telemarketing Scheme
•

•

•

•

The owner of a Canadian telemarketing operation was convicted on March 29, 2018 by a
Federal jury of Mail and wire fraud for having orchestrated a bogus telemarketing scheme
that defrauded at least 60,000 victims in 37 different states of over $18 million dollars.
The evidence admitted at trial showed that Wilson operated a phone telemarketing
scheme through various companies – including OPCO International Inc. and American
Fraud Watch Services (AFWS) – from 1998-2001 targeting victims in the United States. At
his direction, telemarketers misled victims into believing that defendant’s companies were
affiliated with victims’ credit card companies and falsely suggested to victims they were
vulnerable to credit card fraud and would be held liable for fraudulent charges on their
cards. They sold the victims a non-existent credit card “protection” service for
approximately $300, and falsely promised a 100% money-back guarantee.
Wilson profited handsomely from his fraud, transferring over $100,000 in profits to an
offshore account in the South Pacific Island of Vanuatu, purchasing a number of vehicles in
the name of his telemarketing companies, and negotiating the purchase of at least one
luxury boat that was selling for over $400,000.
Wilson, who fought extradition for over 10 years, faces a maximum sentence of 90 years
imprisonment.

CuraTech
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

William C. Stacey was convicted in 1995 for administering his cancer cure/drug “IRT” (Immune Response Therapy)
to patients without license. Told patients not to take regular cancer treatment but take his cure for $7500 a
treatment (by IV).
The patients were not cured and died, Stacey was convicted and served just over 3 years in prison
In 2006, Stacey sells his cancer cure/drug “IRT” to CuraTech Industries for $150,000 and shares of stock. Stacey
was also paid consultant for CuraTech.
From 2006 through 2010, Stacey sells his stock to investors. Stacey tells investors his medicine cures everything
(including all cancers). CuraTech stock will go up substantially and everyone would make lots of money because
the company is going to be bought by Pfizer. Stacey would receive money from investors through the mail and
stock certificates were mailed. Stacey handed out brochure about his medicine and CuraTech.
CuraTech stock did not go up but down. There were no mergers with Pfizer. Investors lost all their money.
Case Inspector obtained samples of IRT pills, oral medicine, and lotion. Inspection Service FLS tested the items.
Pills contained mostly food filler and salt compounds (no medicinal value). The oral medicine was tested and
determined to be cleaning solutions often found in treating the colon before a colonoscopy
Stacey indicted in March 2012 on Mail and Wire Fraud charges. In June, a superseded indictment of Stacey was
filed for more mail fraud counts as well as VA fraud (Theft of Government Money and False Statements). Stacey
accepted VA benefits stating he was unemployable but was a paid consultant for CuraTech.
October 2012 Trial date set. Trial postponed until November term. In November, Stacey produces letter from a
doctor stating he may have brain damage and cannot help in defense. Judge orders Stacey in custody for mental
competency evaluation.
In February, doctors find Stacey mentally competent. Stacey diagnosed as a malingerer. (malingering is fabricating
or exaggerating the symptoms of mental or physical disorders for a variety of "secondary gain" motives, which may
include financial compensation (often tied to fraud); avoiding school, work or military service; obtaining drugs;
getting lighter criminal sentences; or simply to attract attention or sympathy.

QUESTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS???

What happened to Stacey??
•
•
•
•
•
•

On November 19, 2013, District Court Judge Thomas Schroeder sentenced William Stacey
to 63 months in prison followed by
3 years of supervised release.
Stacey was ordered to pay $263,937.10 in restitution to investor victims and the Veterans
Administration.
The loss to individual victims was $182,025.00 and the VA was owed $81,912.10 in
overpayments.
The judge also ordered Stacey to pay a fine in the amount of $5000.
Stacey self surrendered to the Bureau of Prisons on January 6, 2014.

• AND He was diagnosed with Brain Cancer……

